


Do Rocks Last Forever?

Huge boulders and towering cliffs look as
though they have been the same forever, but
all rocks change because of erosion. Erosion is
the gradual weathering and breaking up of rock
into smaller and smaller pieces. Over millions
of years, a granite block you see today will be
broken into tiny pieces, or particles, by the ac-
tion of wind, water, and ice.
Here’s how rocks change:

o Natural sandblasting occurs as the wind blows
rock particles against desert cliffs.
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o Temperature changes make rocks expand,
contract, and shatter.

o Chemicals, from the weak acid in rainwater
to air pollution, dissolve rock.

o Swiftly flowing streams wear down rocks
and pebbles as they tumble together.

¢ Even plant roots can split a rock by grow-
ing into cracks in its surface.

See how this boulder is “broken up” as you
circle the hidden words. (Some words are on
the diagonal.)
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