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Cross the nor:!",ern border of the Wendell Grade Basalt and er.ter 
an unnamed recent basalt flow. 

Cross the 81g Wood River at the northern border of the unnamed 
rece n t flow, which ha s prominent lava tunne 1s in it. Nor' h 0 f 
the river the highway is in lava belonging to the lower pari.. c·f 
the Snake River Basalt, distinctly older than the flows south of 
this pomt. ThE: young flows cannot be precisely dated b tare 
not over a few thousand years old. 

Cross the North Gooding Canal at the boundary between the old 
component of the Snake River Basalt and basalt belonging to the 
yoc.nq component, but not as young as flows like the Wendell 
Grade Basalt. 

Kenzie Butte, a volcanic vent nearly 2 miles east of the highway 
wa s a source of older Snake Ri ver Ba s a1 t. There is a much smaller 
vent 3 miles northwest. 

The southern boundary of an area of basalt that is in the upper 
part of the young component is crossed. 

Approxima te north ern border of the are a of ba sa It noted above. 
Southern border of a basalt flow whose source is a vent 3 miles 
to the north. 

Highway is in an area of basalt with a conspicuously hummocky, 
broken surface and many lava tunnels. A road, branching wes t 
at a filling station, leads to the Shoshone Ice Caves. These 
are caves or lava tunnels in the young basalt in which evaporation 
conditions are such that ice accumulated in the winter remains 
all summer. The cave entrance with its parking lot and small 
museum is 0.3 mile from the highway. 

Cross Big Wood River. Small exposures of Banbury Basalt l the only 
named unit in the lower part of the Snake River Basalt l lie west of 
the highway. 

Cross the Richfield Canal and the boundary between Lincoln and 
Blaine counties. 

C ro S 5 branch railroad to Cama s Prairie. Th e Ba nbury Basalt in 
thi s area is gra ssedave rand wea thered . The same sort of ba salt 
is exposed in roadcuts for 4 miles north of this point, to the 
southern border of the Picabo Hills, which consist mainly of silicic 
volcanic rocks underlying the Snake River Basalt. As the map shows, 
the boundary between the two rocks is irregular, possibly in part 
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Road [Q the east in Bellevue leads to the old Muldoon mining dis
tric t ( now large 1y a stock - raising area. The Li ttle Wood River 
Reservoir, 5 miles north of Carey, which is reached by this road, 
has stimula ed farming. The distance from Bellevue is ab u 15.5 
miles. The old town and smelter of Muldoon is about 23.5 mIles 
from Bellevue bu scant traces of it remain. The Muldoo dis ric 
produced roughly $200, ODD, lar'J'':y from lead are in 1880 ;:) 1910 
and intermittent activity has c~n!inued. Tr.e total gross product'on 
is probably well above the figure given. Re:cently intere<:>t s been 
aroused in the mining of barite in the district. Among varied uses, 
this mineral is utilized as insulation against radiation. 

Those interested in fossils may find it worthwhile to branch off 
thi 5 road up Slaughterhouse Gulch, a short distance from Bellevue, 
to search the 'Wood River Formation for fusilinids. These small fos
sils have demonstrated that the upper part of the formation is less 
than 200 mil~ion years old, distinctly younger than it was once sup
posed to be. 

Road leads west to the Silver Star, Minnie Moore, and other famous 
old mine s, s till in term i ttentl y a ctive . 

A historical marker to the east of the higlway summarizes the mining 
activity in, and the "past glory of the Wood River mining region". 
The heyday of mining was in the 1880's. By 1900 probably more than 
$20,000 ,000 in lead, silver, zinc, and other metals were produced. 
Since then mining in the region has continued to be intennittently 
active, bu.t on the whole, wi th dimini shing i ntens itY. Agricu 1ture, 
started very early, has increased. 

Highway curves north of the Hailey airport. The valley of the Big 
Wood Rive r here is wide, fla t and somewha t s parsel y c ultiva ted. 
The hills that border it on both sides have facetted spur ends that 
have been ascribed to the results of recent faulting. The facets 
are especially well developed on the west side of the valley where 
the river is engaged in undercutting which results in landslides. 
River action of this sort is a major, if not the only, cause of the 
facetting. As the river meandered across its flood plain ie swung 
against the hills on either side of its valley. Where it impinged 
against spurs it. nipped off proj ecting spur ends, producing facets. 

Rodeo ground 5, where a well- known rodeo is held anDual!y dunng 
the Tuly 4 holJ.day. 

Post office at HAILEY (population 1,185). This town is the county 
seat of Blaine County and a supply point for a large area. The prin
cipal hotel was bu.ilt during the boom days of mining in the district 
but has bF~eTl modernized. The town also has smaller hotels and a 
few motels, 
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