




































































































































The Idaho Continental was operated by the lessees from May 1 to December 3 1, 
1922, and the mine was the largest producer of lead north of the Coeur d'Alene district. 
Several thousand tons of high-grade lead concentrate was shipped to the Bunker Hill 
smelter, but transportation difficulties prevented a greater output. According to the 1922 
IMIR (p. 62): 

Early in 1922 this company revamped its mill, changed the flow sheet and added a 
flotation unit, since which time active production has been maintained. In addition to the mill 
changes No. 5 tunnel was advanced continuously throughout the year and a large amount of 
diamond drilling was done. The new ore exposed by the drill and being developed by No. 5 
tunnel has greatly increased the ore reserves of this property. In the past the greatest difficulty 
has been in transporting the ore from the mine to the railroad, a distance of 26 miles. This 
problem was solved with 10-ton Holt caterpillar tractors which are proving successfUl. The 
new construction and development work has been financed by the Bunker Hill & Sullivan M. 
& C. Co., which has purchased an interest in the lease and to those smelter all ore is shippedJ3 

The April 17, 1922, issue ofMining Truth ran the following story on the mine (p. 9): 

Milling operations are to be resumed at the Idaho-Continental mine, in Boundary 
county, Idaho, some time next month. The property, which is the biggest producer of lead- 
silver ore in the state outside of the Coeur d'Alenes, is being operated jointly by A. Klockmann 
and the Bunker Hill & Sullivan Mining & Concentrating Co. under five-year lease. About 50 
men are now employed, some of them upon readjustment of the milling equipment. Flotation 
is to be added and the flow sheet somewhat changed according to plans of Bunker Hill 
metallurgists who have conducted a series of experiments covering several months. The lower 
tunnel is being driven steadily ahead and is now in between 1,600 and 1,700 feet. No 
crosscuts have yet been run, the management being content to run through to the vicinity of the 
oreshoot mined 350 feet above before doing any exploratory work. The accumulation of about 
2,600 tons of concentrate piled up during the last run of the mill has all been hauled out, the 
"caterpillar" having given great satisfaction since special trailers were constructed. The haul of 
26 miles, over mountain and river bottom roads is known as one of the most difficult in the 
Northwest. The Holt "caterpillar" seems to have finally solved a transportation problem that 
has existed for nearly thirty years and in which several hundred thousand dollars has been 
thrown away. 

A follow-up story ran in the June 16, 1922, issue ofMining Truth (p. 8): 

Number of men employed at the Idaho-Continental mine, Boundary County, Idaho, 
under the operations being conducted by the Klockmann-Bunker Hill joint lease will be 
increased fiom 80 to 150 in the near future, according to an announcement made by Mr. 
Klockmann recently. 

The No. 5 tunnel is nearing completion, and additional underground exploration is to 
be undertaken by means of some diamond drilling. A second 10-ton Holt caterpillar tractor is 
being added to the hauling equipment, and mill and everyhng in connection with the 
enterprise will be going at an unprecedented scale within a short time, it is believed. 

13The Idaho Continental Company's report to the Idaho Inspector of Mines did not mention anythmg about the 
lessees or Bunker Hill's interest in the property. 

spixley
Text Box
58

spixley
Text Box
















































































































