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INTRODUCTION 

This report was prepared as part of a project to identify, characterize, and 
describe abandoned or inactive mines (AIMs) with significant environmental or 
physical hazards on lands administered by Region IV of the U.S. Forest Service 
(USFS). Seven National Forests in the southern half of Idaho (all south of the main 
Salmon River) were included in this study. Mines within this area are or have been 
major producers of gold, silver, copper, lead, zinc, tungsten, antimony, and 
molybdenum. Fluorite and uranium resources are also important in some areas. 

The Idaho Geological Survey maintains a database containing information on 
some 8,300 mines and prospects in the state. As the first part of a contract with 
Regions I and IV of the USFS, this database was updated and digitized. Every 
national forest in the state was then provided with a copy of the digital database for 
the forest in dBASE IV format and an overlay of the forest map showing the location 
of mines and prospects. 

After the database was completed, Region IV proceeded with Phase II of the 
project. This was designed to find which mining properties might contain hazardous 
materials (HazMat) .or physical hazards. HazMat problems include significant 
amounts of acid mine drainage, sulfide waste material in close proximity to streams, 
unstable dumps or tailings impoundments (particularly those within active 
t1oodplains), or improperly stored fuel or explosives left from mining operations. 
Physical hazards consist of unmarked and dangerous open workings, particularly 
shafts. Open adits, unless combined with other hazardous conditions, are not 
considered a serious problem. However, the openings to all inactive mines should be 
gated or closed to discourage trespassers. 

During the fall and winter of 1993-94, the mines in each forest were ranked on 
the basis of production (as reported by the U. S. Bureau of Mines). Mines that 
produced over 1,000 tons of ore were included on the original priority lists because 
producing mines have significantly higher probabilities of having HazMat or physical 
hazards than relatively undeveloped prospects. These lists were reviewed and 
modified by USFS personnel in each forest, and the revised priority lists were used to 
determine which properties needed to be examined in the field. The final list included 
about 300 mines in the Region IV forests. 

In addition, detailed histories were prepared for sixty of the mining properties 
on the priority lists. These histories were compiled from annual reports on mining by 
the U.S. Geological Survey, the U.S. Bureau of Mines, the Idaho Inspector of Mines, 
and the Idaho Geological Survey (lGS)/Idaho Bureau of Mines and Geology; 
published articles and books; theses and dissertations; and unpublished materials in 
the IGS's files. Each report traces the development of a mine, in as much detail as 
possible, from its discovery to the present and includes information on the ownership, 
milling processes, and mine workings, where available. 
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During the summer of 1994, IGS field crews visited the 300 mines on the 
priority lists. The geologist located the mine on a topographic map and recorded 
basic information on a standardized form. Additional observations were made at most 
of the sites and many of the mines were photographed. Each property was rated as 
having a high, medium, or low potential for HazMat and physical hazards. This 
report is the result of these field inspections. 

Three properties in the Caribou National Forest were examined (Figure 3-1), 
and all three received low ratings. In addition, fourteen sites with known or 
suspected physical hazards were reported by USFS personnel. These mines are listed 
in Table 3-1. 
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Table 3-1. Mines in the Caribou National Forest with known or suspected physical hazards (from USFS information). 
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Pocatello Ranger District 

PO 195 Kopper King 
Mine 

T. 7 S., R. 37 E., 
sec. 5-6 

The Kopper King and Kopper King #2-7 mining claims were 
closed by the BLM on March 11, 1993. There is an adit 
present that is partially obstructed, but which can be easily 
entered. A driveable road (4x4) leads to the adit. 

Malad Ranger District 

Mine Hollow T. 14 S., R. 37 E., 
sec. 13 or 14 

An open adit is near the ruins of an old cabin. There are no 
active mining claims in the area. A trail leads into the area. 

Trail Hollow T. 16 S., R. 37 E., 
NE 1,4 of sec. 19 

Very hazardous, deep, open shaft. The shaft is near an 
existing trail. There are no active mining claims in the area. 

Elk Horn Canyon I T. 13 S., R. 35 E., 
sec. 10 

Several old adits are present on both sides of the canyon. 
Some of the workings are quite deep. A good trail leads into 
the mine area. Eight claims were filed in the area by Sandra 
Jarvis in 1988, but closed by BLM on April 18, 1990. There 
may be an operating plan on file for these most recent claims. 

Gooseberry I T. 13 S., R. 37 E., 
NE 1;4 of sec. 13 

Open mine adit that is a real safety hazard. The mine is 
accessible by road. There are no current claims in the area. 
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Table 3-1 (continued). Mines in the Caribou National Forest with known or suspected physical hazards. 
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Montpelier Ranger District 

PR 193 Sunset (Clark) 
Mine 

T. 15 S., R. 43 E., 
NE JA of sec. 5 

The Sunset claim group was recently refIled and appears to be 
active now. There is one blocked adit (maintained by the 
claimant), but other openings may be present, as indicated by 
roads in the same area. There is a good road into the area. 

PR 195 Idaho Gem Group T. 15 S., R. 43 E., 
SEIA of sec. 8 

This abandoned operation in Dry Canyon has at least two open 
adits and a large pit where the shaft collapsed into the mine 
(the ruins of the headframe are in the pit), A cabin near the 
site was removed two years ago by the USFS. The area is 
near a good road, with easy access from the road to the mine 
(although the mine is not readily visible from the road). 

PR 197 Blackstone Mine T. 15 S., R. 43 E., 
NE JA of sec. 20 

This mine is on a patented claim just inside the Forest 
boundary. There is apparently an open adit and potentially 
another exists on USFS land adjacent to the old mine. These 
workings are on the other side of St. Charles Creek from the 
paved road that provides access to the area. There are 
apparently other open adits on the north side of the canyon 
slopes (SE JA of section 17). The waste dumps are visible 
from the road. There are no active claims in this area. 

PR 177 Boulder Prospect T. 14 S., R. 42 E., 
SW JA of sec. 1 

This mine in Paris Canyon apparently has an open adit near a 
good road. There are no active mining claims in the area. 



Table 3-1 (continued). Mines in the Caribou National Forest with known or suspected physical hazards. 
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--- Green Canyon	 T. 15 S., R. 42 E., The cabin and the debris around the mine were removed by the 
Mine SW IA of sec. 25	 USFS in 1993. The adit is about 75 feet deep and it has a 

structure above the opening. There are no active claims in the 
area. A poor rbad terminates at the mine. A potential 
problem with closing this adit is the presence of the big-eared 
bat (a sensitive species). 

--- Maple Canyon T. 16 S., R. 41 E., This mine is on patented land and may have an open adit. 
Mine SE IA of sec. 4 There may be other open adits in the area. There are no other 

active claims in the area, and access is somewhat difficult. 

PR 156 Home Canyon T. 12 S., R. 45 E., This underground phosphate mine is very close to the highway 
W Mine SE 1,4 of sec. 31 in Montpelier Canyon. The mine has a large entrance and has I 
VI	 

apparently been used by local teens, as evidenced by beer cans 
and signs of other activities. The big-eared bat has also been 
found in this mine; therefore, a grate would be necessary to 
secure the opening. 

PR 131 South Canyon T. 11 S., R. 44 E., This underground phosphate adit is on patented ground in the 
Phosphate N Ih of sec. 12	 Right Fork of Georgetown Canyon. One report said that the 

adit was open; another said that it had sloughed in. It is 
adjacent to an existing road. 

--- Pole Canyon	 T. 12 S., R. 42 E., There may be an open adit near the road in Pole Canyon. 
SE 1,4 of sec. 23 There are no active claims in the area. 
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Figure 3-1. Location of priority sites in the Caribou National Forest. 
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