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INTRODUCTION

This report was prepared as part of a project to identify, characterize, and
describe abandoned or mactive mines (AIMs) with significant environmental or
physical hazards on lands administered by Region IV of the U.S. Forest Service
(USFS). Seven National Forests in the southern half of Idaho (all south of the main
Salmon River) were included in this study. Mines within this area are or have been
major producers of gold, silver, copper, lead, zinc, tungsten, antimony, and
molybdenum. Fluorite and uranjum resources are also important in some areas.

The Idaho Geological Survey maintains a database containing information on
some 8,300 mines and prospects i the state. As the first part of a contract with
Regions I and IV of the USFS, this database was updated and digitized. Every
national forest in the state was then provided with a copy of the digital database for
the forest in dBASE IV format and an overlay of the forest map showing the location
of mines and prospects.

After the database was completed, Region IV proceeded with Phase II of the
project. This was designed to find which mining properties might contain hazardous
materials (HazMat) or physical hazards. HazMat problems include significant
amounts of acid mine dramage, sulfide waste material in close proximity to streams,
unstable dumps or tailings impoundments (particularly those within active
floodplains), or improperly stored fuel or explosives left from mining operations.
Physical hazards consist of unmarked and dangerous open workings, particularly
shafts. Open adits, unless combined with other hazardous conditions, are not
considered a serious problem. However, the openings to all inactive mines should be
gated or closed to discourage trespassers.

During the fall and winter of 1993-94, the mines in each forest were ranked on
the basis of production (as reported by the U.S. Bureau of Mines). Mines that
produced over 1,000 tons of ore were included on the origimal priority lists because
producing 1nines have significantly higher probabilities of having HazMat or physical
hazards than relatively undeveloped prospects. These lists were reviewed and
modified by USFS personnel in each forest, and the revised priority lists were used to
determine which properties needed to be examined in the field. The final list included
about 300 mines in the Region IV forests.

In addition, detailed histories were prepared for sixty of the mining properties
on the priority lists. These histories were compiled from annual reports on mining by
the U.S. Geological Survey, the U.S. Bureau of Mines, the Idaho Inspector of Mines,
and the Idaho Geological Survey (IGS)/Idaho Bureau of Mines and Geology;
published articles and books; theses and dissertations; and unpublished materials in
the IGS’s files. Each report traces the development of a mine, in as much detail as
possible, from its discovery to the present and includes information on the ownership,
milling processes, and mine workings, where available.
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During the summer of 1994, IGS field crews visited the 300 mines on the
priority lists. The geologist located the mine on a topographic map and recorded
basic information on a standardized form. Additional observations were made at most
of the sites and many of the mines were photographed. Each property was rated as
having a high, medium, or low potential for HazMat and physical hazards. This
report is the result of these field inspections.

The properties in the Targhee National Forest that received a high or medium
rating are listed in Table 9-1. Out of 10 site examined (Figure 9-1), 1 (10%) ranked
medium, and the remaining 9 (90%) were low. The property with the mediuin rating
had a possible HazMat problem.
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Table 9-1. Mines in the Targhee National Forest that received high or mediwn ratings

DU 479B

Nicholia
Smelter

~

9Ai

medium
to low

No

Yes (7)

No

There is a possiblity of
smelter waste remaining at
the site, but it does not
appear to be affecting the
site.
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Figure 9-1. Location of priority sites in the Targhee National Forest.
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